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ABSTRACT 

Written in 1912, this book addresses the role of 
teachers in improvirg rural farm life. Rural-to~urban migration had 
resulted in the loss of leadership from rural localities and the 
decline of agriculture, and country life had lost its prestige both 
socially and economically. This book suggests that the country school 
is the key to achieving progress, and that teachers need to be 
trained and assisted to assume leadership roles. Chapters cover the 
following: (1) issues related to agricultural societies, social 
isolation, rura 1 ~t o-urban migration, and the role of community 
agencies and institutions in improving country life*, (2) a 
description of the farm home and the life of farm women; (3) the 
country church as an agency for rural progress; (A) the role of the 
Grange and other community organizations in improving rural life; (5) 
the role of farmers' institutes, farmers' demonstration work, and 
corn and canning clubs in improving rural life; (6) the effect of 
poor roads on rural life and suggested improvements for roadways; (7) 
the country school as an agency in the solution of the farm problem; 
(8) the consolidation of country schools and the consolidated 
school's role as a community center; (9) issues related to the 
leadership role of the country teacher; (10) problems associated with 
teaching in rural schools, including the physical environment of the 
country school, socializing the country school and making it an 
institution of community service, and vitalizing and enriching the 
country school's course of study; (11) the need for specialized 
training of country teachers; (12) difficulties with country school 
supervision and suggested improvements, including increasing the 
efficiency of county superintendents; and (13) an overview of the 
Country Life Movement and its influence on the improvement of rural 
life and rural education. Contains a bibliography, an index, and 
numerous photographs. (LP) 
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ncncy. must establish vital connections with it and consider 
its particular problems. The home, in other words, absorbs 
the efforts of all other socializing agencies and redirects these 
efforts into the lives of those for whom it is maintained. The 
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